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Abstract We statistically reconstruct austral summer
(winter) surface air temperature fields back to ap 900
(1706) using 22 (20) annually resolved predictors from
natural and human archives from southern South America
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(SSA). This represents the first regional-scale climate field
reconstruction for parts of the Southern Hemisphere at this
high temporal resolution. We apply three different recon-
struction techniques: multivariate principal component
regression, composite plus scaling, and regularized
expectation maximization. There is generally good
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agreement between the results of the three methods on
interannual and decadal timescales. The field reconstruc-
tions allow us to describe differences and similarities in the
temperature evolution of different sub-regions of SSA. The
reconstructed SSA mean summer temperatures between
900 and 1350 are mostly above the 1901-1995 climato-
logy. After 1350, we reconstruct a sharp transition to colder
conditions, which last until approximately 1700. The
summers in the eighteenth century are relatively warm with
a subsequent cold relapse peaking around 1850. In the
twentieth century, summer temperatures reach conditions
similar to earlier warm periods. The winter temperatures in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were mostly below
the twentieth century average. The uncertainties of our
reconstructions are generally largest in the eastern low-
lands of SSA, where the coverage with proxy data is
poorest. Verifications with independent summer tempera-
ture proxies and instrumental measurements suggest that
the interannual and multi-decadal variations of SSA tem-
peratures are well captured by our reconstructions. This
new dataset can be used for data/model comparison and
data assimilation as well as for detection and attribution
studies at sub-continental scales.

Keywords Climate change - Climate field
reconstructions - Temperature - South America

1 Introduction

Understanding the current and future processes and
dynamics of the climate system requires knowledge of the
spatial patterns, trends, amplitudes and frequencies of
climatic variations including information from the past
(Jansen et al. 2007; Jones et al. 2009; Mann et al. 2008).
While instrumental records (e.g. Brohan et al. 2006)
provide insights into climate variability of the recent an-
thropogenically forced climate system, they are often too
short to allow assessment of the natural modes of climatic
variations. In this regard, proxy data—records which
serve as a surrogate for instrumental measurements—have
allowed climate variations to be evaluated over the past
centuries to millennia (see e.g., Jones et al. 2009 for a
review). Climate reconstructions provide insight into the
mechanisms or forcings underlying observed climate
variability and are of importance for data/climate model
comparisons.

Until recently, the rather low number and uneven spatial
distribution of temporally-highly-resolved proxies from the
Southern Hemisphere (SH) did not allow reliable conti-
nental scale reconstructions to be developed at interannual
to interdecadal time scales (Jansen et al. 2007; Mann and
Jones 2003). Consequently, the few existing multi-proxy

@ Springer

temperature reconstructions from the SH focus on the
hemispheric mean (Jones et al. 1998; Mann and Jones
2003; Mann et al. 2008) and depend upon on a small
number of SH proxies (see e.g., Ljungqvist 2009 and ref-
erences therein). Accordingly, these reconstructions do not
provide reliable representations of the spatial patterns,
trends and amplitudes of regional to continental scale SH
climate. However, reconstructions of high spatial and
temporal resolution are important, because they illuminate
key climatic features, such as regionally very hot/cool
seasonal conditions that may be masked in a hemispheric
reconstruction. The limited understanding of SH climate is
particularly striking given the importance of understanding
the potential see-saw mechanisms between the climatic
state of the Northern Hemisphere (NH) versus SH conti-
nents on interannual to millennial time scales as well as the
crucial role of the SH oceans in regulating global climate
variability (e.g., Busalacchi 2004).

South America is a key region for the understanding of
Southern Hemisphere climate dynamics, as it is the only
landmass that extends from the tropics to latitudes pole-
ward of 50°S. It is influenced by a variety of atmospheric
and oceanic patterns, including globally relevant large-
scale modes such as the El Nifio Southern Oscillation
(ENSO), the Southern Annular Mode (SAM) and the
Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO; Garreaud et al. 2009).
Furthermore, South America’s climate is strongly affected
and modulated by the continuous Cordillera of the Andes
in the west and the large Amazon basin in the northeast.

Due to the still very limited number of highly resolved
paleoclimatic records from the tropical part of South
America (Villalba et al. 2009), this study focuses on
southern South America (SSA, south of 20°S).

The largest fraction of the published paleoclimatic
information from SSA is represented by Andean tree rings
(see Boninsegna et al. 2009 for a review). Annually
resolved temperature reconstructions on local to regional
scale have been developed using tree rings from southern
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego back to 1650 (Aravena
et al. 2002; Boninsegna et al. 1989; Villalba et al. 2003) as
well as from northern Patagonia, where the longest tree
ring records extend back more than 3,500 years (Lara and
Villalba 1993; Villalba 1990; Villalba et al. 1997a, 2003).
New records from ice cores (Vimeux et al. 2009 and ref-
erences therein) and lake sediments (e.g. von Gunten et al.
2009) complement the network of temporally highly
resolved natural proxies from SSA. The regional tempera-
ture history of the subtropical Andes has been investigated
based on the lake sediment record from Laguna Aculeo
(von Gunten et al. 2009), covering the period 857-2003. In
addition to the natural proxies, several documentary
records are available, most of them originating from sub-
tropical SSA (e.g. Neukom et al. 2009; Prieto and Garcia
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Herrera 2009). Along with proxies from outside SSA, that
are connected to the South American climate via telecon-
nections, the data now allow us to establish an extensive set
of climate predictors for past SSA climate. On centennial
timescales, glacier length records from the Andes also
provide insight into the climate history of SSA (Koch and
Kilian 2005; Luckman and Villalba 2001; Masiokas et al.
2009; Villalba 1994).

In this work, we present the first SSA austral summer
(DJF) and winter (JJA) temperature field reconstructions.
Out of an extended set of 144 annually resolved SSA cli-
mate proxies we select 22 (20) predictors for the summer
(winter) reconstructions. Three different techniques were
applied to statistically reconstruct the SSA mean as well as
spatial temperature fields. Proxy data were sufficient to
reconstruct winter temperatures back to 1706 and summer
temperatures back to 900.

2 Data and methods
2.1 Instrumental calibration data

We used the new monthly and 0.5° x 0.5° resolved CRU
TS 3 temperature grid covering 1901-2006 (updated from
Mitchell and Jones 2005) as a predictand for the recon-
structions (see Sect. 2.3 for methodological details). Sea-
sonal values were calculated by averaging the austral
summer (December to February, DJF) and winter (June to
August, JJA) months, respectively. We selected this tradi-
tional definition of the seasons, because the combination of
these months represents a compromise with respect to the
varying temperature sensitivities of the different proxy
records. We defined the reconstruction area (SSA) as the
terrestrial area between 20°S and 55°S and between 30°W
and 80°W, covered by a total of 2,358 (land-) grid boxes.

2.2 Predictor data

As a basis for the proxy evaluation and temperature
reconstruction, we compiled 144 proxies, which are sen-
sitive to SSA climate (Tables S1-S3 in the supplementary
material). The dataset includes records from natural
archives (tree rings, lake and marine sediments, ice cores
and corals), documentary evidence and a set of homoge-
nized instrumental temperature measurements. Some of the
records were additionally processed as described in the
supplementary material. Due to the limited number of long
proxies from SSA, we also included records from distant
areas into our predictor sets. Earlier studies based on
instrumental measurements (e. g. Dettinger et al. 2001;
Garreaud and Battisti 1999; Garreaud et al. 2009; Villalba
et al. 1997b) revealed that these regions are related to SSA

climate via teleconnections, mainly SAM and ENSO, and
can explain significant fractions of SSA summer and winter
temperature variability. Together, ENSO and SAM explain
38% of annual SSA mean temperature variability 1950—
2006. The spatial correlations of SSA summer and winter
temperatures with ENSO and SAM are shown in Fig. S1 in
the supplementary material. However, we are aware that
the inclusion of the proxies from distant areas may bias the
reconstruction results, because the teleconnections patterns
relating them to SSA climate may not be stable through
time. Recent studies from Europe showed that the quality
and location of predictors is probably more important for
reliable reconstructions than the total number of predictors
(Kiittel et al. 2007; von Storch et al. 2009). Working in this
direction, we assessed the quality and value of each proxy
individually, finally reducing our predictor set to 22 (20)
summer (winter) temperature proxies. As selection criteria
we used the change in predictive skill of the predictor set
within the verification period, when a candidate series is
added to/removed from a previous set (detailed description
of the procedure see supplementary material). An overview
of the finally selected records and their temporal span is
provided in Tables 1 and 2 and Fig. 1. The optimized set
for summer consists of 16 records from within SSA (data
sources see Table 1): 11 tree ring chronologies, mainly
from the Patagonian Andes, a lake sediment record from
central Chile, and 4 long instrumental temperature time
series. The set is completed by six proxies from outside
SSA: a marine sediment record from the Cariaco Basin off
Venezuela, 5'80 and accumulation series from the Quelc-
caya ice core, a tree ring based temperature reconstruction
from New Zealand, and two coral records from Australian
coastal waters. For the winter temperature reconstructions,
the optimized proxy set (data sources see Table 2) contains
four tree ring, two documentary, and three instrumental
records from within SSA. Proxy data from outside SSA
include: a tree ring record from the Bolivian Altiplano, a
documentary ENSO index from Peru, three grid cells of v
wind vectors from the CLIWOC/ICOADS database, two
coral records from the tropical Pacific, a SOI reconstruction
based on tree rings from Indonesia and southwestern North
America, a coral and tree ring based PDSI reconstruction
from Java, and two Antarctic ice cores. Tables 1 and 2
show that the selected predictor series have different end-
ing years. Therefore, there is a trade-off between maxi-
mizing the length of the overlap period with the
instrumental target and minimizing the number of missing
values in the predictor matrix. We find the period 1901-
1995 a compromise with 5.7% (5.6%) missing values in the
summer (winter) predictor matrix. Missing values in the
predictor matrix of each season in this overlap period were
filled in by applying an EOF (empirical orthogonal func-
tions) based algorithm (Scherrer and Appenzeller 2006).

@ Springer
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Table 1 Predictors used for the summer temperature reconstructions

Name Archive Start End Reference

Quelccaya accumulation Ice core 488 2003 Thompson et al. (2000, 2006)
Quelccaya 6'%0 Ice core 488 2003 Thompson et al. (2000, 2006)

Laguna Aculeo pigments Lake sediment 857 2003 von Gunten et al. (2009)

New Zealand temperature reconstruction Tree rings 900 1999 Cook et al. (2002)

Cariaco Basin Mg/Ca Marine sediment 1222 1990 Black et al. (2007)

Cluster CAN 11 Tree rings 1493 2002 Lara et al. (2008)

Santa Lucia Tree rings 1646 1986 Szeicz et al. (2000)

Cluster CAN 24 Tree rings 1677 2002 Lamarche et al. (1979), Lara et al. (2008)
Cluster CAN 4 Tree rings 1704 1994 Lara et al. (2001), Schmelter (2000)
Great Barrier Reef Ba/Ca DJF Coral 1758 1998 McCulloch et al. (2003)

Abrolhos 6'°C Nov/Dec Coral 1794 1993 Kuhnert et al. (1999)

Glaciar Frias Tree rings 1802 1985 Villalba et al. (1990)

Cluster NWA 2 Tree rings 1818 2001 Villalba et al. (1992), Morales et al. (2004)
Cluster SAN 2 Tree rings 1845 1996 Aravena et al. (2002)

Cluster CAN 16 Tree rings 1845 1994 Villalba et al. (1997a)

Cluster CAN 19 Tree rings 1865 1998 Lara et al. (2005)

Cluster CAN 14 Tree rings 1869 1994 Villalba et al. (1997a), Schmelter (2000)
Vilches Tree rings 1880 1996 Lara et al. (2001)

Campinas DJF Instrumental 1890 2003 Vargas and Naumann (2008)

Tucuman DJF Instrumental 1891 2000 Vargas and Naumann (2008)

Corrientes DJF Instrumental 1894 2004 Vargas and Naumann (2008)

Rio Gallegos DJF Instrumental 1896 2004 Vargas and Naumann (2008)

2.3 Reconstruction methods

Three different reconstruction methodologies were applied:
multivariate principal component regression (PCR), com-
posite-plus-scaling (CPS) and regularized expectation
maximization (RegEM). In PCR (Kiittel et al. 2009;
Luterbacher et al. 2002, 2004, 2007; Riedwyl et al. 2009;
Xoplaki et al. 2005) a transfer function between a fixed
number of principal components of the predictor and pre-
dictand datasets is established for the calibration period
using multivariate regression based on ordinary least
squares. The resulting regression models are then used to
estimate the temperatures of the reconstruction period
assuming temporal stability and linearity of the relation
between the predictor and the predictand. A major disad-
vantage of regression-based reconstructions is the fact that
they may be biased by a systematic loss of variance leading
to underestimations of past climate variations (e.g. von
Storch et al. 2004). In order to minimize such reductions of
variance back in time, the temperatures reconstructed by
PCR were rescaled to the mean and standard deviation of
the predictand in the calibration period (e.g. Cook et al.
2004). CPS avoids this loss of variability by simply scaling
a composite of the predictor data against the predictand in
the calibration period (e.g. Esper et al. 2005; Jones et al.
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1998). We built the composites by calculating the weighted
mean of the predictors. As weighting factors, we used the
correlation coefficient of each predictor with the target in
the calibration period. In order to take account of the
changing number of predictors over time, a variance sta-
bilization algorithm (Frank et al. 2007) was applied to the
CPS results. RegEM (Mann et al. 2007, 2008, 2009;
Riedwyl et al. 2008, 2009; Rutherford et al. 2005;
Schneider 2001) iteratively imputes missing values in the
combined predictor—predictand input matrix until a pre-
defined convergence criterion is fulfilled. The regression
parameters between the available proxy and instrumental
variables are thereby computed based on the estimated
mean and covariance of the input matrix. We performed
the regularization of the EM algorithm, which is necessary
to avoid overfitting in the regressions, using truncated total
least squares (Mann et al. 2007; Riedwyl et al. 2008, 2009).
For a general comparison and description of the three
approaches we refer to Jones et al. (2009) and references
therein.

As the number of available predictors changes over
time, the reconstructions and verifications were repeatedly
performed as each predictor entered or exited the available
set of proxy data (18 combinations for summer and 41 for
winter) for all the three reconstruction methods.
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Table 2 Predictors used for the winter temperature reconstructions

Name Archive Start  End Reference
Talos deuterium Ice core 1217 1996  Stenni et al. (2002)
Peru El Nifio index Documentary 1550 1990  Garcia-Herrera et al. (2008),
20th century data from Quinn and Neal (1992)
Santiago de Chile precipitaion index =~ Documentary 1540 2006  Taulis (1934), Neukom et al. (2009)
Urvina Bay 6'%0 Coral 1607 1981  Dunbar et al. (1994)
SOI reconstruction Tree rings 1706 1977  Stahle et al. (1998)
Cluster SAN 4 Tree rings 1724 1984  Boninsegna et al. (1989)
Rarotonga Sr/Ca SON Coral 1726 1996  Linsley et al. (2000)
CLIWOC/ICOADS v cell 626 JJA Documentary/early instrumental 1750 2002  Garcia-Herrera et al. (2005), Kiittel et al. (2009)
CLIWOC/ICOADS v cell 671 JJA Documentary/early instrumental 1750 2002  Garcia-Herrera et al. (2005), Kiittel et al. (2009)
CLIWOC/ICOADS v cell 672 JJA Documentary/early instrumental 1750 2002  Garcia-Herrera et al. (2005), Kiittel et al. (2009)
Monte Grande Tree rings 1761 1988  ITRDB series arge049
Java PDSI reconstruction Tree rings/Coral 1787 2003  D’Arrigo et al. (2006)
Law Dome 2000 6'80 Ice core 1800 1999  van Ommen et al. (2004)
El Chalten Bajo Tree rings 1807 2003  Srur et al. (2008)
Cluster ALT 1 Tree rings 1860 1993  Soliz et al. (2009 )
Central Andes snow days Documentary 1885 1996  Prieto et al. (2001a, b)
Tucuman JJA Instrumental 1891 2000  Vargas and Naumann (2008)
Cluster CAN 17 Tree rings 1892 1994  Villalba et al. (1997a), Schmelter (2000)
Corrientes JJA Instrumental 1894 2004  Vargas and Naumann (2008)
Rio Gallegos JJA Instrumental 1896 2004  Vargas and Naumann (2008)

Reconstructions and statistics were then aggregated to
continuous time series in such a way that every time period
is reconstructed by the maximum available number of
predictors. We used all three methods to perform two
different reconstructions: a reconstruction optimized for
the analysis of the evolution of SSA mean temperatures
(henceforth SSA mean reconstruction) and a reconstruction
for the analysis of spatial features, such as regional dif-
ferences in trends, amplitudes and uncertainties (spatial
reconstruction). The predictor and predictand datasets as
well as the general reconstruction procedures used for both
the SSA mean and spatial reconstructions are the same, but
with slightly different methodological settings (Table 3).
We tested different truncation thresholds for the number
of principal components (PCs) of the predictor data used in
PCR, finally retaining the first n PCs explaining 85 (80)
percent of variability in the predictor data for the SSA
mean (spatial) reconstruction. This setting yielded the
highest reconstruction skills (RE, r2) for most of the
evaluated predictor sets (not shown). For PCR and RegEM,
the first n PCs explaining 95% of variability in the CRU TS
3 grid were used as predictand for both the SSA mean and
spatial reconstructions. In the case of the SSA mean CPS
reconstruction, we used the spatial average of the instru-
mental grid as predictand (i.e. we scaled the predictor
composite to mean and standard deviation of this average
series). The spatial CPS reconstruction was performed by

building the composite separately for each grid cell and
scaling it to the corresponding instrumental series (i.e. for
each cell a separate CPS reconstruction was performed).

The quality of the instrumental grid is particularly low
in some regions of SSA in the pre-1931 period, due to the
sparse coverage of these areas with instrumental stations
(Fig. S2, left panel; Garreaud et al. 2009). For example in
Argentina, 45% of the currently available GHCN tempera-
ture station data (Peterson and Vose 1997) begin in 1931
and only 14% have data for the pre-1931 period. Never-
theless, the average over entire SSA is very likely to be
reliable back to 1901, because the grid cells, which are
most representative for the SSA mean, are mostly within
the area with high coverage of instrumental stations back to
1901 (Fig. S2). For the SSA mean reconstructions we,
therefore, used the period 1901-1995 for -calibration,
whereas for the spatial reconstructions, we used a shorter
calibration period (1931-1995) in order to obtain reliable
reconstructions in all regions (Table 3).

2.4 Reconstruction quality assessments

The uncertainties (standard errors, SE) of the Gaussian
filtered reconstructions were calculated as in Xoplaki et al.
(2005) by using Gaussian white noise to make the verifi-
cation residuals consistent (Briffa et al. 2002; Mann et al.
1998). Uncertainties were calculated for the SSA mean, as
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Fig. 1 Locations of the predictors used for the summer (a) and winter
(c) reconstructions. The size of the circles represents the lengths of
the series (smallest: 109 years, largest: >1,000 years). The colors

well as separately for each grid cell. We used the Reduc-
tion of Error (RE, Cook et al. 1994) and * values as
measures of reconstruction skill. These statistics are pro-
vided as mean values of three different calibration/verifi-
cation periods. We retained the first, middle and last thirds
of the overlapping period for verification, respectively.
Hence, for the SSA mean reconstruction we used 63 years
for calibration (1901-1963, 1933-1995 and 1901-1931/
1964-1995) and 32 years for verification, respectively
(1964-1995, 1901-1931 and 1932-1963). Analogous sta-
tistics were computed for the spatial reconstructions
between 1931 and 1995. As a further test to determine the
reliability of the obtained reconstructions, we performed a
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stand for the proxy type. The reconstruction area is marked by a
dashed margin. b, d Show the temporal evolution of the number of
records in the final predictor set for summer and winter, respectively

second, independent reconstruction of SSA mean summer
temperatures, using all the 22 summer temperature proxies
(see Tables S1-S3) excluded from the optimized predictor
set. For winter, the limited number of proxies (seven) that
were not included into the optimized predictor matrix did
not allow a skillful independent reconstruction.

3 Results

The chosen predictor network allows reconstructions of
SSA summer and winter temperatures back to 900 and
1706, respectively. We focus on the PCR reconstructions in
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Table 3 Overview of the settings used for the three different techniques we applied for the SSA mean (top) and spatial (bottom) temperature

reconstructions

Reconstruction technique

PCR

CPS

RegEM

SSA mean reconstructions

Predictors

Predictand

Calibration period

Settings

Spatial reconstructions
Predictors
Predictand

Calibration period
Settings

First n PCs explaining 85% of
variance of optimized predictor
set

First n PCs explaining 95% of
variance of SSA CRU TS3 grid

1901-1995
OLS regression

First n PCs explaining 80% of
variance of optimized predictor
set

First n PCs explaining 95% of
variance of SSA CRU TS3 grid

1931-1995

OLS regression

Proxies of optimized predictor set
with r > 0.1 with the predictand

Spatial average of CRU TS3 grid
1901-1995

Predictor weighting factor = r
with the predictand

Proxies of optimized predictor set
with r > 0.1 with the predictand

Each cell of SSA CRU TS3 grid
1931-1995

Predictor weighting factor = r
with the predictand

Optimized predictor set

First n PCs explaining 95% of
variance of SSA CRU TS3 grid

1901-1995

TTLS regularization; Stagn. Tol.:
10_4; Truncation parameter: 3

Optimized predictor set

First n PCs explaining 95% of
variance of SSA CRU TS3 grid

1931-1995

TTLS regularization; Stagn. Tol.:
10™*; Truncation parameter: 3

our results and interpretations, because they yielded the
highest skill scores (see Sect. 4.3). However, the main
conclusions are also valid for CPS and RegEM.

3.1 SSA mean reconstructions

The SSA mean PCR summer temperature reconstruction
(top) as well as a comparison of the 30-year Gaussian fil-
tered curves of all methods and the associated uncertainties
(30-year filtered 2 SE; middle) are shown in Fig. 2 (the
annual CPS and RegEM reconstructions are shown in
Fig. S3). The temperatures are displayed as anomalies with
respect to (wrt) the 1901-1995 calibration period. The first
350 years of the reconstruction are relatively warm, inter-
rupted by a colder phase of about 50 years centered around
1140. At the end of the fourteenth century a relatively rapid
cooling is found. The anomalously cold conditions last
until the beginning of the eighteenth century. The eigh-
teenth century is characterized by relatively warm summer
temperatures. Around 1825, there is another rapid tem-
perature decrease with a minimum in the 1850s. SSA
summer temperatures thereafter steadily increase until the
present. In the period 1901-1995 there is a warming trend
of 0.54°C/century (0.46°C/century in the instrumental data,
both with p < 0.0001). The reconstructed anomalies of the
three likely coldest and warmest summers as well as the
corresponding uncertainties are provided in Table 4 (left).
The anomalies and uncertainties of the three likely coldest

and warmest averages of ten consecutive summers are also
shown in Table 4. The 30-year filtered 2 SE uncertainty
range (Fig. 2, middle) of the PCR summer reconstruction is
£0.29°C in the year 900, +0.26°C in 1750 and £+0.16°C in
1900. The corresponding unfiltered interannual uncertain-
ties are £0.87°C, £0.79°C and £0.53°C, respectively. In
the bottom panel of Fig. 2, the standard deviations of 30-
year moving windows of the temperatures reconstructed by
the three methods are shown.

Figure 3 shows the annually resolved SSA mean PCR
winter temperature reconstruction (top) and the comparison
of the 30-year filtered reconstruction curves of the three
methods (middle; annual CPS and RegEM curves see Fig.
S4). Before 1930, the filtered reconstructed winter tem-
peratures mostly remain below the average of the 1901-
1995 calibration period. Short anomalously warm periods
of about 10 and 15 years occur around 1815 and 1850,
respectively. Also in winter, there is a warming trend in
both the reconstructed (0.46°C/century, p = 0.02) and
instrumental (0.51°C/century, p < 0.01) temperatures in
the 1901-1995 period. The anomalies and uncertainties of
the three likely coldest and warmest reconstructed years
and decades are provided in Table 4 (right). The 30-year
filtered (interannual) 2 SE uncertainty of the PCR recon-
struction is +0.4°C (£1.23°C) in 1706 and =40.24°C
(£0.82°C) in 1900. The bottom panel of Fig. 3 displays the
30-year moving standard deviations of the reconstructions
based on the three methods.
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Fig. 2 Top: annual PCR-based reconstructed SSA mean summer
(DJF) temperatures 900-1995, anomalous to the calibration period
(1901-1995) mean (blue), and associated £2SE uncertainty bands
(shaded). The thick lines are 30-year gaussian filtered reconstructed
(blue) and CRU gridded (black) temperatures. Middle 30-year
gaussian filtered summer temperatures as in top panel but additionally
based on CPS (red) and RegEM (green). The black line is again the
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instrumental data. The shaded areas represent the filtered +2 SE
uncertainty bands. Botfom 30-year moving standard deviations of the
unfiltered reconstructions and CRU gridded data. Shaded is the
number of predictors used for the reconstructions at each time step.
The period of increased uncertainty due to the reduced predictor set
(900-1492; see Sect. 4.3) is indicated by pale colors

Table 4 The three warmest and coldest years and (non-overlapping) decades for summer (DJF) and winter (JJA) reconstructed by PCR

DIJF

JJA

Years

Decades

Years

Decades

Coldest

2nd coldest
3rd coldest
Warmest
2nd warmest
3rd warmest

1405 (—1.05 £ 0.86°C)
1644 (—1.03 £ 0.83°C)
1573 (=0.97 £ 0.83°C)
1945 (+1.04 £ 0.49°C)
1205 (40.95 £ 0.87°C)
1218 (40.83 £ 0.87°C)

1398-1407 (—0.74 £ 0.35°C)
1439-1448 (—0.73 £ 0.35°C)
1485-1494 (—0.73 £ 0.35°C)
1079-1088 (+0.57 £ 0.35°C)
1325-1334 (4-0.49 £ 0.35°C)

925-934 (4-0.44 £ 0.35°C)

1870 (—1.52 £ 1.01°C)
1916 (—1.48 £ 0.72°C)
1826 (—1.39 £ 1.13°C)
1944 (+1.47 £ 0.72°C)
1855 (+1.32 £ 1.14°C)
1761 (+1.13 £ 1.2°C)

1861-1870 (—0.83 & 0.41°C)
1823-1832 (—0.66 % 0.45°C)
1915-1924 (—-0.51 £ 0.29°C)
1939-1948 (40.55 & 0.29°C)
1810-1819 (4+0.45 &+ 0.46°C)
1850-1859 (4+0.34 & 0.44°C)

The corresponding anomalies with respect to the period 1901-1995 and uncertainties are indicated in parentheses

3.2 Spatial SSA reconstructions

To identify regional differences in the spatial reconstruc-
tions, we defined the following four sub-regions (Fig. S5):
South Patagonia (SP; all grid cells south of 45°S); North
Patagonia (NP, 37°S—45°S), the Central Chile (CC, 27°S-
42°S, along the Pacific coast, average latitudinal extent of
four grid boxes) and the remaining areas in subtropical
SSA (ST). The 30-year filtered mean summer temperature
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anomalies of the four regions, reconstructed by PCR
(spatial reconstructions), are displayed in Fig. 4. It shows
that in summer, the decadal-scale variability is largest in
CC, followed by SP and NP. In the ST region, the vari-
ability is clearly reduced, as compared to the other regions.
These differences in variability between the regions are
also visible in the instrumental data, albeit the reduction of
variability in ST is smaller (Table S4). Before ca. 1650, the
temperatures generally fluctuate synchronously in all
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Fig. 3 Same as Fig. 2 but for winter (JJA) and the period 1706-2006. Notice the different scale of the y axes

regions, but with different magnitudes (Fig. 4). Afterwards,
the temperature fluctuations of the sub-regions are more
variable at the decadal scale, however still synchronous on
multi-decadal to centennial scales (e.g. the warm eigh-
teenth and cold nineteenth centuries). The first (second)
panel of Fig. 5 displays the mean temperature anomalies of
the summers 1846-1875 (1775-1804), being the coldest
(warmest) consecutive 30 years of the pre-1901 period
(—0.64 £ 0.34°C and +0.22 £ 0.39°C, respectively). In
both cases, the temperature pattern is spatially uniform
over most of the continent, with some areas in the north
showing different sign. The difference between the two
periods (warm—cold) is displayed in the third panel of
Fig. 5. The largest values correspond to central Patagonia
(i.e. the highest amplitude on 30-year timescales in the pre-
1901 period), while the smallest difference is found in the
northernmost areas of SSA. The filtered 2 SE values
expressed in °C, averaged over the 900-1995 period are
shown in the right panel of Fig. 5. The uncertainties are
largest in northwestern Argentina and in central Patagonia.

Figure 6 shows the 30-year filtered winter reconstruc-
tions of the sub-regions. The differences between the
regions are more pronounced than in summer, especially
for SP and after 1800. Figure 7 (first two panels) shows
average anomalies of the years 1727-1756 (1794-1823),
the coldest (warmest) 30 consecutive winters of the 1706—
1900 period (—1.09 £ 0.75°C and —0.56 = 0.65°C,

respectively). The amplitudes (Fig. 7 third panel) are
largest in central-northern SSA and smallest in northeast-
ern SSA. The average 30-year filtered SE values 1706—
1995 are displayed in the right panel of Fig. 7. The areas
with large uncertainties are more widespread in winter
(Fig. 7) than in summer (Fig. 5) and cover large parts of
SSA east of the Andes.

3.3 Quality assessments

The correlations of the PCR SSA mean reconstructions
with the instrumental data in the 1901-1995 period are
0.89 for summer and 0.71 for winter (both p < 0.001). The
evolution of the RE and r* values of the SSA mean PCR
reconstructions over time as well as the percentage of grid
cells with positive REs in the spatial PCR reconstructions
are shown in Fig. 8 (corresponding curves for CPS and
RegEM, Figs. S6 and S7). The general evolution of the RE
and #* values is similar for summer and winter. In the first
years of the summer (winter) reconstruction the RE values
are very close to zero and remain between 0.2 and 0.4 after
1222 (1787). They reach maximum values of 0.73 (sum-
mer) and 0.66 (winter) at the end of the nineteenth century,
respectively, where instrumental temperature series
become increasingly available (Tables 1, 2). The percent-
age of grid cells with positive REs in the spatial PCR
reconstructions (i.e. with higher skill than climatology) is
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Fig. 5 First (second) panel average temperature anomalies 1846—
1875 (1775-1804), the coldest (warmest) 30 consecutive years of the
spatial PCR summer reconstruction. Average REs over the period are

relatively stable over time in summer (between 60 and
75%; Fig. 8, red lines). They are clearly lower in winter,
starting at 50% in the early eighteenth century but
increasing to 87% at the end of the reconstruction period.
In summer, the lowest RE values are found in the central-
northern and southernmost parts of SSA; the highest values
are located around 45°S and in central Chile (contour lines
in Fig. 5). In winter, the area with the lowest REs is central
SSA east of the Andes; the regions with the highest skill
are central and northern Chile (contour lines in Fig. 7). As
indicated in Figs. 5 and 7, the spatial distribution of the
REs remains rather stable over time.

Figure 9a shows the 30-year Gaussian filtered SSA
mean summer PCR reconstruction (blue) along with the
independent PCR reconstruction based on the 22 withheld
summer predictors (green). Due to the limited number of
available predictors, the reconstruction based on the with-
held predictors yielded skillful results (RE > 0) only back
to 1232. Although the amplitudes of the two curves differ,
the temporal evolutions of the two reconstructions are
similar on centennial timescales. The red curve in Fig. 9a
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indicated by contour lines. Third panel difference between the means
of these two periods (warm minus cold). Last panel Mean 30-year
filtered uncertainties in the PCR reconstruction (900-1995)

shows the reconstruction obtained when only using those
proxies of the optimal set which are from within SSA. It
covers the period 1677 (four SSA predictors available) to
1995. The decadal scale variations are very similar to the
original reconstruction and the correlations between the
two reconstructions are 0.82 on interannual and 0.95 on 30-
year timescales (both p < 0.001). Also in winter, the
reconstruction based only on proxies from within SSA
(covering 1807, where four proxies are available, to 1995)
is very similar to that based on the optimized predictor set
(Fig. 9b). Here, the correlations are 0.81 (interannual) and
0.92 (30 year-filtered; both p < 0.001).

As a further validation, we compared our results with
the annual temperature reconstructions of the NP and SP
Andes (Villalba et al. 2003) based on tree ring records
independent from our reconstructions. For comparison, we
constructed annual mean values of our results by averaging
the reconstructed summer and winter anomalies. The 30-
year filtered anomalies of both reconstructions are shown
in Figs. 9c (NP) and d (SP). The correlations between our
SP (NP) annual reconstructions and the results of Villalba
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et al. (2003) are 0.28 (0.31) for the unfiltered and 0.37
(0.71) for the 30-year filtered data and are significant
(p < 0.001). However, our results do not depict the strong
negative anomalies in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries found in SP by Villalba et al. (2003; Fig. 9d).
Finally, we calculated the correlations of long (non-
homogenized) instrumental temperature records with the
spatial reconstructions at the corresponding grid cells
(Table 5). As long records, we defined stations with avail-
able data for at least 30 years in both the calibration (1931—
1995) and reconstruction (pre-1931) periods (sources:
GHCN; Peterson and Vose 1997 and Servicio Meteoro-
logico Nacional de Argentina, personnal communication
2008). Significant correlations (p < 0.01) are marked with
an asterisk (Table 5). Most stations have significant but not
very high correlations (» = 0.55 on average). Most of the
station data with non-significant correlations have either
non-significant correlations also in the calibration period
(1931-1995) or do not correlate significantly with the cor-
responding predictand grid cell in the verification period.
Non-significant correlations mainly occur at stations in
southern Patagonia or in the northeastern part of SSA.

4 Discussion
4.1 SSA mean reconstructions

Our summer temperature reconstructions (Fig. 2) suggest
that a warm period extended in SSA from 900 (or even
earlier) to the mid-fourteenth century. This is towards the
end of the Medieval Climate Anomaly (MCA; Bradley
et al. 2003; Stine 1994) as concluded from NH temperature
reconstructions, where most studies find a termination
between ca. 1200-1350 (Jansen et al. 2007; Wanner et al.
2008). Major advances of several summer temperature
sensitive glaciers from the eastern slopes of the Patagonian
Andes occurred in the seventeenth century and between
1850 and 1950 (Koch and Kilian 2005; Luckman and
Villalba 2001), coinciding with periods of low tempera-
tures in our reconstruction (Fig. 2). However, the recon-
structed cold period in the early fifteenth century
corresponds only for a few SSA glaciers with a period of
advance (e.g. Glaciar Huemul, Masiokas et al. 2009;
Rothlisberger 1986). This may be due to the still limited
knowledge about glacial fluctuations in the area and their
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Fig. 8 Skill measures of the
PCR reconstructions. RE
(black) and r* (green) of the
SSA mean reconstructions as
well as the fraction of grid cells
with positive RE values of the
spatial reconstructions (red).
Top summer 900-1995. Bottom
winter 1706-1995. The values
represent averages of three
calibration/verification intervals
(see text for details)

Fig. 9 a 30-year filtered SSA
mean summer temperatures
reconstructed by PCR using all
proxies of the optimized
predictor set (blue; 1200-1995),
the withheld summer
temperature predictors (green;
1232-1995) and only the
proxies of the optimized set that
are situated within SSA (red;
1677-1995). b 30-year filtered
SSA mean winter temperatures
reconstructed by PCR using all
proxies of the optimized
predictor set (blue; 1706—1995)
and only the proxies of the
optimized set that are situated
within SSA (red; 1807-1995).
30-year filtered reconstructed
annual (average of DJF and
JJA) anomalies (blue; 1706—
1995) for North Patagonia (c)
and South Patagonia (d)
compared to the independent
reconstructions of Villalba et al.
(2003; red; 1640-1995)

relationship to climate (Koch and Kilian 2005; Luckman
and Villalba 2001; Masiokas et al. 2009) or due to the lack
of proxy information from southern SSA before 1493 in

@ Springer

RE;(2

RE; 2

TT-Anomaly wrt 1901-1995 [°C]

8
DJF [~
@ |
IS n
-3
< o
A =
- ‘@
o l 38
e R
o
o <
o T T T T T T Lo
S |A 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000 | &
=5 o @
LS %
~ (0]
© =
-3 3
g J Q
— RE I
— 2
o4 — % positive REs | g
T T T T
1700 1800 1900 2000
Te]
o (a) DJF Continental Mean PCR Reconstruction
—— Optimal Set
—— Remaining Proxies
ol .\ \. . .Optimal Set SSA-Proxies only /X' | M VA
v
o [Te]
T o
(b) JJA Continental Mean PCR Reconstruction
— OptimalSet e L o
—— Optimal Set SSA-Proxies only
[Te]
0 o
o 1
(c) North Patagonia
© 1 —— Annual PCR Recon.
—— Villalba et al. 2003
[Te]
2 -
I
[Te]
o
(d) South Patagonia
—— Annual PCR Recon. e
—— Villalba et al. 2003
[Te]
o
I
T T T T T
1200 1400 1600 1800 2000

our reconstruction (Table 1). Interestingly, the dates of
glacial advances in New Zealand around 1000, 1150, 1400,
1600, 1700 and in the nineteenth century (Schaefer et al.
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Table 5 Long instrumental temperature stations used for verification

Station name Start End LatS Lon W cor DJIF cor JJA
Ushuaia 1901 1986 54.8 68.32 0.38" 0.63*
Punta Arenas 1888 1991 53 70.85  0.08" 0.34
Santa Cruz Aero 1901 1989 50.02 68.57 0.28" 0.71%
Trelew Aero 1901 1989 432 6527 0.51* 0.3*
Esquel 1901 1983 42.97 71.15 049%  0.07°
Bahia Blanca Aero 1860 1989 38.7 62.2 0.41* 0.32
Prado 1883 1988 34.85 56.2 0.67* 0.69%*
Buenos Aires 1856 1989 34.58 58.48 0.57* 0.43%
Pudahuel 1861 2008 33.38 70.78  0.35% 0.65%
San Juan 1901 1985 31.57 68.87 0.77* 0.52%
Cordoba 1873 1986 31.4 64.2 0.69% 0.4%
Punta Tortuga 1901 1980 299 714 0.51% 0.66*
Goya 1877 1960 29.1 59.3 0.59%* 0.73%
Curitiba 1885 1991 2543 49.27 0.5* 0.53%
Asuncion Aero 1893 1990 25.27 57.63 0.39 0.71*
Salta Aero 1901 1989 24.85 6548 0.81* 0.65%*
Iguape 1895 1987 24.72 4755 0.2°% 0.19
Sao Paolo 1887 1991 235 46.62 0.4* 0.33*
Rio de Janeiro 1871 1990 22.92 43.17 0.38%* 0.38%

Station names, beginning and end years of the measurements and
coordinates. Correlations with the spatial summer and winter PCR
reconstructions at the corresponding grid cells in the pre-1931 overlap
periods

 Correlation of station data with the predictand is not significant in
the verification period

® Correlation is not significant also in the calibration period

* Significant correlations (p < 0.01)

2009) mostly coincide with cold periods in our SSA
summer temperature reconstructions. This is also con-
firmed if the proxy record from New Zealand is removed
from the predictor set (Fig. S8). This suggests that the
teleconnections between the SSA and New Zealand areas
as found in the instrumental record (e.g. Villalba et al.
1997b) were persistent over the last millennium. The warm
temperatures reconstructed in the twentieth century are of
similar amplitude as in preceding warm periods within the
last millennium (Fig. 2).

4.2 Spatial reconstructions

The temperature variations of the different sub-regions of
SSA are broadly synchronous at multi-decadal to centen-
nial scales, albeit with different amplitudes (Figs. 4, 6). At
annual to decadal timescales (except for the pre-1650
period in summer), the temperatures of the sub-regions
exhibit more individual fluctuations (Figs. 4, 5, 6, 7 and S9,
S10), but remain mostly within the 2 SE uncertainty bands
of each individual region (not shown). The strong

synchronicity in summer temperatures before 1650 might
be an artifact caused by the decreasing number of available
predictors back in time leading to reduced spatial vari-
ability and more fitting towards mean conditions. As also
found in regional reconstructions from the NH and the
tropics (Jansen et al. 2007; Rabatel et al. 2008; Wanner
et al. 2008), the timing and extent of the warmest and
coolest periods in our reconstructions vary in different
parts of SSA (Fig. 4): The warm peaks between 900 and
1350 are distinct in SP, NP and CC with 30-year filtered
anomalies of up to +0.9°C (wrt 1901-1995, Fig. 4) in the
late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries. In these
regions, the transition to colder conditions is characterized
by two rapid temperature decreases between 1335 and
1355 as well as between 1370 and 1400. The reconstruc-
tions of the ST region can be clearly distinguished from the
other regions due to the weak warm anomalies before 1350,
the absence of the distinct cool period at the beginning of
the fifteenth century and the pronounced minimum around
1850 in summer (Fig. 4). The distinct differences in vari-
ability between the sub-regions may also be an artifact of
the strong limitations of the instrumental target in broad
regions of SSA due to the sparse coverage with station data
(Garreaud et al. 2009; see also Fig. S2).

4.3 Quality considerations

The three methodologies used herein (PCR, CPS and
RegEM) lead to comparable reconstructions at decadal to
centennial timescales (Figs. 2, 3, middle panels and Figs.
S3, S4, S6, S7, S11, S12). Particularly the results of PCR
and CPS are remarkably similar, with a slightly different
temperature history estimated by RegEM (Figs. 2, 3). The
bottom panels of Figs. 2 and 3 suggest that none of the
applied methods systematically over- or under-estimates
the interannual variance back in time. We mainly base our
discussions on the results of PCR, because this method
yielded the highest skill scores (Figs. S6, S7). The PCR and
CPS reconstructions are relatively robust to changes in
reconstruction  parameters, calibration period (see
Figs. S13, S14) or predictor subset (see Figs. 9, S11). In
contrast, the results of the RegEM reconstructions are
sensitive to changes in the truncation parameter, predictor
set and calibration period chosen; particularly in the spatial
reconstructions with short calibration periods (see e.g.,
Fig. S11). The summer temperature reconstruction, which
we performed based on a completely independent predictor
set (see Sect. 3.3), has a qualitatively similar pattern at
centennial timescales (Fig. 9). Also, the reconstructions
based only on predictors from within SSA are very similar
to the results of our optimized sets in both seasons (Fig. 9),
indicating that including proxies from areas outside SSA
does not lead to biases in our reconstructions, at least as
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regards the SSA mean. Moreover, our reconstructions are
not dominated by single proxies, as shown by the indi-
vidual regression weights of each proxy in PCR (Figs.
S15-S18). We therefore argue that the reconstructed low
frequency patterns are relatively robust with respect to the
reconstruction methodology and predictor set used.

Our results suggest that the selected predictors are able
to capture regional differences in past SSA temperatures at
interannual (illustrated by Figs. S9, S10) and decadal
timescales (Figs. 4, 5, 6, 7, 9). This finding is corroborated
by the significant correlations with the independent regio-
nal reconstructions of the southern Andes (Villalba et al.
2003) and the long temperature measurements from SSA
(Table 5). However, most of these correlations are signi-
ficant though rather low, indicating that our reconstructions
have limited potential for local to regional analyses in the
complex mountain areas of the Andes and in the peripheral
regions of SSA.

The reconstruction uncertainties are smaller in summer
than in winter (Figs. 2, 3, 5, 7, S9 and S10), indicating that
the quality of the predictor network is higher in summer.
Generally, our reconstructions and verification exercises
yielded mostly positive but relatively low skill scores for
both seasons (Figs. 5, 7, 8). It must be noted that we
optimized our predictor set based on these skill scores
which are, therefore, very probably overestimated to a
certain extent. The lowest skill and the largest uncertainties
(Figs. 5, 7) correspond mostly to the lowlands east of the
Andes, from where no annually resolved temperature
proxies are available (Fig. 1). We emphasize that in the
period before 1493, the summer temperature reconstruc-
tions exhibit larger uncertainties (as illustrated in Fig. 2),
because all but one predictor used in this timeframe stem
from outside SSA and are only connected to its climate
through teleconnections which are assumed to remain sta-
ble over time. However, Fig. S8 shows that the record from
within SSA has the largest influence on the reconstruction
in this period (900-1492). Furthermore, a reconstruction
based only on SSA proxies (some of them not included in
the optimal set) reveals similar results. This indicates that
the reconstructions reflect realistic fluctuations of SSA
temperatures, also in this early period (details see supple-
mentary material). The results are generally more uncertain
in winter than in summer, because in winter, the relation to
SSA winter temperature is found by correlation analysis
only and has not been explicitly stated in literature for most
of the non-instrumental proxies used. The only exception
are the tree ring records from South Patagonia and Tierra
del Fuego, which Aravena et al. (2002) found to be related
to annual minimum temperatures. These findings underline
the need for more highly resolved temperature proxies
from within SSA, particularly in other seasons than sum-
mer and in the eastern part of the continent.
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5 Conclusions and outlook

Twenty two (20) carefully selected proxies were used to
statistically reconstruct austral summer (winter) tempera-
tures of SSA back to 900 (1706) using PCR, CPS and
RegEM. The results represent the first seasonal sub-conti-
nental-scale climate field reconstructions of the SH going
so far back in time. The reconstructed SSA mean summer
temperatures are characterized by warm episodes before
1350, between 1710 and 1820 and after 1940. Cold con-
ditions prevailed between 1400 and 1650 as well as
between 1820 and 1940. This mostly agrees with recon-
structions of fluctuations of temperature sensitive glaciers
in SSA and New Zealand. In winter, the decadal-scale pre-
1901 temperature anomalies mostly remain below the
twentieth century average. Within the twentieth century,
the 30-year filtered anomalies of both seasons do not
exceed the uncertainty range of warm periods in previous
centuries. Our spatial reconstructions indicate differences
in the low and high frequency variability between the sub-
regions of SSA. This study clearly revealed that temporally
and spatially highly resolved multi-centennial climate field
reconstructions are also possible in the SH. Nevertheless,
skill values are still rather low and there is a striking lack of
annually resolved proxy data, especially from tropical and
subtropical regions (see Boninsegna et al. 2009) and from
the eastern lowlands of SSA.

Together with reconstructions from other regions, our
reconstructions allow quantification of differences and
similarities of past temperature variations of different
continents and hemispheres and to put the recent warming
into a larger temporal and spatial context (as intended by
the PAGES 2k initiative; Newman et al. 2009). Besides,
they can serve as a basis for the analysis of environmental
and societal changes of the last millennium in SSA as well
as for comparison and calibration issues of proxies with
lower resolution. Along with forthcoming reconstructions
of precipitation (Neukom et al. 2010) and sea level pres-
sure, our results will help to understand the influence of
globally relevant large scale patterns, such as ENSO, SAM
and PDO on the climate of SSA as well as regional
expressions of solar and volcanic forcings. Finally, the
reconstructions can be used for comparison with the out-
puts of global climate model (GCM) simulations (Meyer
and Wagner 2008a, b. Such comparisons can help to
improve the understanding of the processes driving past
climate variability in SSA and also to assess and ultimately
improve the ability of GCMs to simulate past and future
climate variability.
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1. Processing of the predictor data

Some of the available predictor data (Tables S1-S3) were processed in order to be optimized

for the purpose of seasonal climate reconstructions.

Instrumental data

Daily means of the instrumental data (Vargas and Naumann 2008) were obtained by

averaging the daily maximum and minimum values. Seasonal values were obtained by first

calculating monthly means and then averaging the monthly values of the corresponding

Seasons.



Corals

From the coral records (Table S3) that have a higher than annual resolution, we used
bimonthly (Abrolhos, Ifaty) and seasonal (Great Barrier Reef, Secas, New Caledonia,

Rarotonga) means.

Ship log data

We analyzed ship log data that were obtained from the CLIWOC (Garcia-Herrera et al. 2005)
and ICOADS (Worley et al. 2005) databases for their suitability as predictors for SSA
climate. We used the pre-processed and gridded dataset from Kiittel et al. (2009) covering
1750-2002. This dataset consists of individual point measurements of u and v wind vector
components that were seasonally aggregated into grid boxes of 8° x 8° resolution over the
world’s oceans (Kiittel et al. 2009). Based on the criteria defined by Kiittel et al. (2009) we
identified grid cells with sufficient data coverage (i.e. three available values per season).

Tree rings

The tree ring chronologies from South America (Tables S1 and S2) had been developed with
different methods over the last ca. 30 years (Boninsegna et al. 2009). In order to make these
data comparable and in attempt to preserve low frequency climate related variability, we
reprocessed all datasets. As a basis for the establishment of the tree ring network we used the
raw ring width measurements of 196 published and unpublished records (Tables S1 and S2).
Only records going back further than 1901 were considered. First, for all sites a conservative
detrending (using 300 year cubic spline filters) was applied to establish the chronologies for
site comparisons and subsequent correlation and clustering analyses. Then, the set was
divided into four sub-groups roughly representing the main climatic characters of the SSA
Andes from North to South: The Altiplano (thereafter referred to as ALT), subtropical north
western Argentina (NWA), the central part of SSA Andes (CAN; 30°S-45°S) and the
southernmost (south of 45°S) part of the continent (SAN). In the ALT region all sites are
Polylepis tarapacana (POTA). The NWA region is represented by Alnus acuminata (ALAC),
Juglans australis (JGAU), Cedrela angustifolia (CEAN), Cedrela lilloi (CELI) and Prosopis
ferox (PRFE). Records from the species Adesmia horrida (ADHO), Adesmia uspallatensis
(ADUS), Araucaria araucana (ARAR), Austrocedrus chilensis (AUCH), Fitzroya
cupressoides (FICU), Nothofagus pumilio (NOPU), and Pilgerodendron uviferum (PLUV) are
available from the CAN region. The SAN data consist of Nothofagus betuloides (NOBE) and

NOPU. Apart from that, two records from the Bolivian Amazonian region of the species
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Centrolobium microchaete (CEMI) and Cedrela odorata (CEOD) were available, as well as
two records of Myrceugenia exsucca (MYEX) from the semiarid Chilean Coast. Within the
regions, the chronologies were then grouped into clusters based on the k-means method
(Hartigan and Wong 1979) using correlations computed during the 1890-1972 common
period of overlap. The stability of the resulting clusters was verified by changing the number
of clusters and applying other clustering methods (PAM, Kaufman and Rousseeuw 1990;
SANDRA, Philipp et al. 2007). The resulting 47 clusters are listed in Table S1. Although the
clusters were created based on statistical procedures only, most clusters contain records of the
same genus as well as from nearby sites (Table S1) and similar altitudinal ranges (not shown).
The measurement series of the sites within the clusters were merged into one file and
thereafter treated as an individual dataset. Sites that could not meaningfully be allocated to a
cluster (due to the unique properties of the habitat or climate zone of the corresponding
location or the large distance to the next site) were used as individual records in the further
analyses. These records are listed in Table S2. For all datasets, mean chronologies for our
reconstructions were developed using regional curve standardization, in order to preserve the
low-frequency signal (RCS, Briffa et al. 1992; Esper et al. 2003). Years with a sample depth
of less than five or an expressed population signal (EPS, Wigley et al. 1984) less than 0.85
were excluded. The starting and ending years of the resulting chronologies are shown in
Tables S1 and S2. Spectral analysis of the chronologies showed that some Nothofagus records
from the southernmost portion of the continent are affected by a strong seven-year cycle
probably caused by periodic insect outbreaks (Aravena et al. 2002). These records, as well as
chronologies which have a sample depth of less than 15, were eliminated in a final screening

and thus not considered for reconstruction purposes.



2. Selection of the predictor sets used for the

reconstructions

We established the set of predictors used for our summer and winter temperature

reconstructions using two steps.

2.1. Identification of potential summer and winter temperature predictors

Out of the original database of 144 proxies (Tables S1-S3) that are related to SSA climate
(e.g. temperature, precipitation or atmospheric pressure), we selected the predictors with
temporally consistent and significant correlations with SSA summer or winter temperatures
(potential predictor matrices). To evaluate the temporal stability, the 30-year running
Spearman correlation coefficients of each proxy series with the 20™ century instrumental
CRU TS3 grid at the “best location” were calculated. As “best location” we defined the grid
cell with the highest absolute correlation with the proxy over the overlapping period (between
70 and 106 years within 1901-2006). If the running correlation curve showed instabilities (i.e.
changes in sign, or fluctuations in the coefficient that exceed +0.2/decade) the relation
between the proxy and the predictand was considered not stable and the proxy series was not
included into the potential predictor matrix. In total, 44 (27) series were included into the
potential predictor matrix for the summer (winter) temperature reconstructions. They are
specified in the last two columns of Table S1 (tree ring clusters), Table S2 (individual tree

ring records) and Table S3 (other records).

2.2. Selection of the final proxy sets

In a next step, we optimized the potential predictor matrices by identifying the optimal subset
in terms of pre-defined reconstruction skill measures for each season. Due to computation
limitations it was not possible to test all possible combinations of the available 44 (summer)
and 27 (winter) temperature predictors. We therefore combined the proxies into meaningful
sub-groups of maximum eight records based on their starting years. We then performed the
PCR reconstructions and verifications for all possible combination of proxies within the
oldest group and selected the combination with the highest skill scores. This set was then
combined with all possible combinations of the next younger group and again, the set with the
highest skill was evaluated. This procedure was repeated for all sub-groups. Finally, we used
the leave-one-out (“add-one-more”) method to test, whether the quality could be further

improved by removing (adding) some of the selected (excluded) predictors. For the SSA
4



mean reconstructions (see Table 3 in the main text) we used the average of the RE and r?
scores as measure for the quality. The spatial reconstructions were assessed based on the
average number of grid cells with positive REs. We performed the evaluation by computing
an SSA mean and a spatial reconstruction with each set and equally weighting both criteria.
Independent use of the two criteria lead to two very similar predictor sets for the SSA mean
and spatial reconstructions (not shown). Verification of the results by comparing the skill
scores of selected subsets with the corresponding results of CPS and RegEM showed that the
rankings of the subsets are relatively robust and similar for the three methods (not shown).
The final set of 22 (20) summer (winter) temperature proxies and the temporal evolution of

the number of predictors are presented in Table 1 (Table 2) and Figure 1 in the main text.



3. Calculation of predictor weights

For our PCR reconstructions, we calculated the weight that each predictor has at each time
step and location in our regression models as described by (Briffa et al. 1986). In order to deal
with the changing number of predictors over time, the sum of the weights was normalized to a
value of one at each year and all weights were then multiplied with the number of predictors
available in the respective year. The average weight of each predictor in four selected years
for summer (winter) is shown in Figure S15 (S17) and the predictor with the largest weight at

each location in the same years are displayed in Figure S16 (S18).

4. Early part of the summer reconstruction (900-1492)

In the period before 1493 only one proxy in the summer temperature reconstructions stems
from inside the reconstruction area: the Laguna Aculeo lake sediment record (von Gunten et
al. 2009). The other four proxies used in this timeframe stem from outside SSA and are only
connected to its climate through teleconnections which are assumed to remain stable over
time. Figure S8 shows, however, that the reconstruction is robust to changes in the predictor
subset, also in this period. Figure S8a shows our PCR summer reconstruction along with the
same reconstruction when each of the five predictors available is omitted from the proxy set.
These curves mostly stay within the 2SE uncertainty bands of the original reconstruction,
except for the case, when the Laguna Aculeo record is omitted. This indicates that the record
from within SSA (Laguna Aculeo) is the most important proxy for the SSA mean temperature
reconstruction in this time period. Figure S8b displays the PCR reconstruction together with a
reconstruction using only the Laguna Aculeo record and two additional tree ring cluster
chronologies (CAN 1 and CAN 6, see Table S1) from within SSA that go back beyond 1493
as predictors. These two tree ring records are part of the summer temperature predictors that
were excluded from the “optimal set” and retained for validation (Figure 9a). This
reconstruction, which is based on SSA predictors only, shows very similar decadal-scale
fluctuations as the original reconstruction, albeit with larger amplitudes and lower skill (not
shown). Over all, Figure S8 indicates that the reconstructed temperatures are very probably
reflecting realistic SSA climate variations also in the early part of the reconstruction, where
few predictors are available.
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6. Supplementary Figures
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Fig. S1 Seasonal Pearson correlations of ENSO (MEI index by Wolter and Timlin 1998) and SAM (Nan and Li
2003) with SSA summer (left) and winter (right) temperature (CRU TS 3; updated from Mitchell and Jones
2005) 1950-2006.
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Fig. S2 Average number of instrumental stations within range of each cell of the CRU TS 2.1 temperature grid
1901-1930 (a) and 1961-1990 (b; data source: http://www.cru.uea.ac.uk/~timm/grid/CRU_TS_2_1.html).

12



Correlation of each grid cell of the predictand grid with the mean over all SSA 1901-1995 in summer (c) and
winter (d)
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Fig. S3 Interannual variations of the PCR (top, blue), CPS (middle, red) and RegEM (bottom, green) summer
temperature reconstructions 900-1995 and CRU gridded temperatures 1996-2006 (black). Thick lines are 30-year
Gaussian filtered anomalies (CRU gridded data are from 1901). Shaded: interannual 2 SE bounds
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Fig. S4 Same as Fig. S3 but for winter in the period 1706-1995 and with different scale on the y axis
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Fig. S6 Skill measures of the summer PCR (blue), CPS (red) and RegEM (green) reconstructions 900-1995.
Top: REs of the SSA mean reconstructions. Middle: r* of the SSA mean reconstructions. Bottom: Percentage of

grid cells with positive REs in the spatial reconstructions
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other realizations of the reconstruction based on varying predictor sets: (a) Reconstructions omitting one of the
five predictors available in the pre-1493 period. (b) Reconstruction based on SSA predictors only (see text for
details).
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1405

Fig. S9 First four panels: Spatial summer temperature anomalies (wrt 1901-1995), reconstructed using PCR of
the years 1205 (warmest year in reconstruction period), 1405 (coldest year in reconstruction period), 1495 and
1825 (two years with pronounced regional differences). Red colors stand for positive, blue for negative
anomalies. Last panel: Mean unfiltered uncertainties in the PCR reconstruction
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Fig. S10 Same as Fig. S9 but for the years 1855 (warmest year in reconstruction period) and 1870 (coldest year
in reconstruction period) in winter

16



0.5

n

pg

]

0 B

T = South Patagonia PCR
—— South Patagonia CPS
—— South Patagonia RegEM
—— South Patagonia CRU

uy

24

b

i

1

AT
—— North Patagonia PCR
= North Patagonia CPS
—— North Patagonia RegEM
—— North Patagonia CRU

-1.5

TT-Anomaly wrt 1901-1995 ["C]
0.5
1

© W v

(=T | T4

1 b !

= Central Chile PCR
Central Chile CPS
Central Chile RegEM
Central Chile CRU

n |

o " ~

/AR A= PAAY PN

@ NS Y T Y

=y

w

T

i Subtropical SSA PCR
Subtropical SSA CPS
Subtropical SSA RegEM
Subtropical SSA CRU

—— Final set
= = Final set without proxies CAN 11 and Santa Lucia

1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000

Fig. S11 Comparison of the 30-year Gaussian filtered PCR (blue), CPS (red) and RegEM (green) spatial summer
reconstructions in the different sub-regions of SSA. Black: CRU gridded data. Dashed lines: Reconstructions
without the tree ring proxies “CAN 11” and “Santa Lucia”

17



' 4 d
“ f
24
= - — T T
i —
c /
T L 3
T -
= South Patagonia PCR
b = South Patagonia CPS
! = South Patagonia RegEM
— South Patagonia CRU
T T T T T T T
w
=]
]
£ s
§ it
- =
7T
a
g — Norih Patagonia PCR
sl g1 —— Horth Patagonia CPS
oL = MNorth Patagonia FegEM
; — Nerth Patagenia CRU
> T T T T T T T
o o
£ 24
=]
c
T ]
L
-
e
=}
o
= -
]
=
X | w— Cantral Chile PCR
= | \ = Central Chile CPS
T VY = Cantral Chile RegEM
e = Central Chile CRU
T T T T T T T
o 1700 1750 1800 1850 1800 1850 2000
w
=
e 4
El
2 |
T
\ / = Sublropical 55A PCR
i N = Subtropical S3A CPS
I == Subtropical S5A RegEM
= Subtropical S5A CRU

T T T T T T T
1700 1750 1800 1850 1800 1850 2000

Fig. S12 Comparison of the 30-year Gaussian filtered PCR (blue), CPS (red) and RegEM (green) spatial winter
reconstructions in the different sub-regions of SSA. Black: CRU gridded data

18



PCR SSA mean reconstruction vs. spatial reconstruction 900-1995

=—— 55A Mean Reconstruction
= Spatial Reconstruction

T T T T T T
1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000

0.4
1

02
1

0.0

TT-Anomaly wrt 1901-1985 [°C]
-0.2
1

=04
L

-0.6
L

=08
1

Fig. S13 Differences between the SSA mean summer reconstruction (black) and the average of the spatial
summer reconstruction (red) for PCR 900-1995. The differences between the methodological setups to
reconstruct these two curves are the EOF truncation parameter for the predictors (0.8 for the SSA mean and 0.85
for the spatial reconstruction, respectively) and the calibration period (1901-1995 and 1931-1995, respectively;
see Table 3 in the main text)
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Fig. S14 Same as Fig. S13 but for winter and for the period 1706-1995.
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Fig. S15 Relative weight of each predictor in the PCR summer reconstruction in AD 900, AD1500, AD1880 and
AD1930.
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7. Supplementary Tables

Table S1 Properties of the SSA tree ring clusters. Lat, Lon and Alt: average latitude, longitude and altitude a.s.l.

of the sub-series of the cluster; n: sample depth; sub-series: names of the records that were included into the

cluster; Dist.: mean distance (km) between the sub-series; r: average Spearman correlation coefficient between

the sub-series. The last two columns indicate, whether the cluster was included into the potential predictor matrix

for summer (DJF) and winter (JJA), respectively. The species are listed for each sub-series, if the cluster consists

of records from different species.

Name Lat(S)Lon (W) Alt Start End Species n  Sub-senes Reference Dist.  r  DJF JJA
ALT1 17.67 69.16 4387 1860 1993 POTA 77 Analajchi Soliz et al. (2009) 70 054 X
Micolas Soliz et al. (2009)
Huarikunca Soliz et al. (2009)
ALTZ2 1846 69.08 4690 1542 2002 POTA 78 Guallatini Oeste Soliz et al. (2009) 3 091 X
Guallatiri Norte Christie et al.(2009)
ALT 3 21.55 67.3 4553 1630 1998 POTA 214 Tunupa Argollo et al. (2004) 143 06 X
Caquella Argollo et al. (2004), Soliz et al. (2009)
Tapachilca Soliz et al. {2009)
Soniquera Argollo et al. (2004), Soliz et al. (2009)
Uturuncu Soliz et al. (2009)
Granada Morales et al. (2004)
NWA 1 2304 64392 1170 1833 2002 JGAU 35 El Arrasayal Villalba et al. (1992) 71 053
La Meseda unpublished
NWA2 2368 6519 2309 1818 2001 CELI 126 Rio Horqueta Villalba et al. (1992) 296 033 X
ALAC Los Toldos Morales et al. (2004)
JGAU San Jose unpublished
JGAU Vallecito unpublished
NWA3 2444 6474 1189 1826 2002 JGAU 115 Finca las Pichanas Villalba et al. (1992) 227 023
Send del Ciervo Villalba et al. (1992)
Cerro los Lobitos unpublished
Los Toldos Morales et al. (2004)
NWA4 2476 6500 1800 1858 1999 CEAN 73 Finca del Rey Villalba et al. (1992) 91 023 X
Rio Blanco Villalba et al. (1992)
NWAS 2512 6562 1803 1786 2002 JGAU 170 Rio Horqueta Villalba et al. (1992) 244 0186 X
Rio Bolsas Villalba et al. (1992)
‘Yala unpublished
CAN1 3449 7057 1157 1276 1975 AUCH 165 Alto de las Mesas La Marche et al. (1979b) 90 071 X
San Gabriel La Marche et al. (1979b)
Santa Isabel de las Cruces La Marche et al. (19780}
CANZ 3784 7098 1530 1673 1974 ARAR 37 Caviahue La Marche et al. (1979a) 8 066
Puente del Agrio La Marche et al. (197%a)
CAN3 3807 71.21 1570 1640 1975 ARAR 41 Copahue La Marche et al. (1979a) 64 075 X
Malcas La Marche et al. (1978b)
CAN4 3843 713 1483 1704 1994 NOPU 120 Los Barros (Laguna del Laja) Lara et al. (2001) 212 06 X
Arroyo Chalahuaco ACC Schmelter (2000)
Las Cuevas (Laguna del Laja) Lara et al. (2001)
Lenga Larga (LagunadelLaja) Laraetal (2001)
CANS5 3862 716 1640 1787 1996 NOPU 76 Conguillio (Krummholz) Lara et al. (2001) 0 079
Conguillio (Lenga media) Lara et al. (2001)
CANE 3876 71.35 1460 1232 1983 ARAR 179 Rahue La Marche et al. (197%a) 143 059 X

Chenque Pehuen

Primeros Pinos de Alumine

Paso Tromen
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Table S1 (continued)

Piedra del Aguila

La Marche et al. (1979b)

CANT 3888 T71.21 1205 1720 1574 ARAR 22 Lago Moquehue La Marche et al, (1979a) 7 072
Angostura Lago Aluming La Marche et al. (1979a)
CAN 8 392 7119 1125 1676 1989 AUCH 69 Norquinco Villalba and Veblen (1997) 13 054
Lago Quillén Villalba and Veblen (1997}
CANG 3931 7122 1246 1407 1989 ARAR 254 Lonco Luan La Marche et al. (1979a) 46 068
Estancia Mamuil-Malal La Marche et al. (1979a)
Lago Rucachoroi La Marche et al. (1979a)
Lago Tromen La Marche et al. (1979a)
Estancia Pulmari La Marche et al. (1979a)
CAN 10 3949 70.9 1320 1596 1989 ARAR 44 Rio Kilca La Marche et al. (1979a) 130 044
AUCH Cerro Los Pinos Villalba and Veblen (1987)
CAN 11 4027 7244 803 1493 2002 PLUV 146 Pozo Mallin Lara et al. {2008) 89 064
Lago Ranco Lara et al. (2008)
Puyehue Lara et al. (2008
CAN 12 4063 7146 803 1508 1992 AUCH 175 Lago Terraplen Villalba and Veblen (19497) 381 061
Cerro La Hormiga Villalba and Veblen (1947)
Mahuel - Pan Villalba and Veblen (1987)
Abanico La Marche et al. (1979b)
El Chacay La Marche et al. (1979b)
CAN 13 4088 71.11 1047 1497 2003 AUCH 254 Cerro los Leones La Marche et al. (1979a) 77067
Cuyin Manzano La Marche et al. (197%a), Lara et al. (2008)
Confluencia 2 Villalba and Veblen (1947)
El Centinela Villalba and Veblen (1997), Lara et al. (2008)
Cerro del Guanaco Villalba and Veblen (1997), Lara et al_ (2008)
Rio Minero Villalba and Veblen (1997)
El Mirador Villalba and Veblen (1947)
Pampa del Toro Villalba and Veblen (1997)
Pilcaniyeu Villalba and Veblen (1997)
San Ramén Villalba and Veblen (1947)
Paso del Viento Villalba and Veblen (1997)
CAN 14 4114 71.8 1540 1869 1994 NOPU 152 Paso de las Nubes 1 Villalba et al. (1997) 8 07
Castafio Overo 5 Villalba et al. (1997)
Paso Vuriloche Schmelter (2000)
CAN15 4114 71.8 1355 1566 1991 NOPU 123 Paso de las Nubes 4 Villalba et al. (1997) 2 055
Caslafio Overo 6 Villalba et al. (1997)
Castafio Overo 7 Villalba et al. (1997)
Castafio Overo 8 \illalba et al. (1997)
CAN 16 41.15 71.8 1583 1845 1894 NOPU 152 Castafio Overo 3 Villalba et al. (1997) 0 089
Castafio Overo 4 Villalba et al. (1997)
CAN 17 4117  71.82 1690 1892 1984 NOPU 55 Castafio Overo 1 Villalba et al. (1997) 5 055
Castafio Overo 2 Villalba et al. (1997)
Paso Vuriloche Schmelter (2000)
CAN 18 4123 71.5 1530 1634 1994 NOPU 113 Cerro Diego de Ledn DLR Schmelter (2000) 19 061
Arroyo Chalahuaco ACR Schmelter (2000)
Cerro Catedral CCR Schmelter (2000)
CAN 18 4125 7228 1225 1865 1998 NOPU 130 Volcan Yate Lara et al. (2005) 123 052
Antillanca Lara et al. (2005)
CAN 20 4134 7181 900 182 1995 FICU 184 Rio Frias Lara et al. (2000) 44 065
Rio Alerce Villalba (1990b), Lara et al. (2000)
Rio Horgueta Lara et al, (2000)
La Esperanza Lara et al. (2000)
CAN 21 4156 7142 670 1796 1989 AUCH 38 Estancia Collun-co Villalba and Veblen {1987) 365 0.55
Futaleuf( Villalba and Veblen (1987)
CAN 22 4169 71.82 1293 1720 1997 NOPU 123 Futaleufi Villalba et al. (1998) 142 0.38
Paso Vuriloche PYM Schmelter (2000)
Paso Vuriloche VWVR Schmelter (2000)
Paso de las Nubes VFR Schmelter (2000)
CAN23 4196 7181 1215 799 1993 FICU 60 Rio Horqueta 2 Lara et al. (2000) 28 073
Rio Motoco Lara et al. (2000)
CAN 24 4247 7134 765 1677 2002 AUCH 33 Eslancia Teresa La Marche et al. (1979a), Lara et al. (2008) 108 0.55
El Maiten La Marche et al. (1979a), Lara et al. (2008)
CAN 25 4249 T1.82 560 424 1990 FICU 137 Rio Cisne Lara et al. {2000) 50 063
Puerto Café Lara et al. {2000)
Rio Alejandro Lara et al. (2000)
CAN 26 425 7383 750 1585 1987 FICU 60 Tichihue Villalba (1990a) [CEX
PLUV Piuchue Roig (1991)
CAN 27 4859 7249 819 1699 1996 NOPU 418 Cerro Buenos Aires Boninsegna et al. (1989) 298 029
Lago Fontana ITRDB series arge037
Cochrane Lara et al. (2005)
El Chalten medio Srur et al. (2008)
Campo Chileno Aravena et al. (2002)
CAN 28 5088 727 945 1840 1996 NOPU 62 Contreras E Aravena et al. (2002) 33 03
Campo Torres Aravena et al. (2002)
CAN 29 5115 7329 650 1734 1996 NOPU 100 Cerro Ferrier A Aravena et al. (2002) 1 081
Cerro Ferrier B Aravena et al. (2002)
CAN 30 5308 6986 246 1852 1995 NOPU 128 Monte Gallina Aravena et al. (2002) 199 0.4
Estancia las Flores Aravena et al. (2002)
CAN 31 5433 6836 365 1703 1996 NOBE, NOPU 143 A Isla Grande 2 Boninsegna et al. (1989) 45 0.56
NOPU Cerro Balseiro Aravena et al. (2002)
NOPU Campo XX inferior Aravena et al. (2002)
NOPU Campo XX medio Aravena et al. (2002)
SAM 1 5434 67.9 217 1769 1986 NOBE, NOPU 125 A Isla Grande 1 Boninsegna et al. (1989) 61 065
NOPU Estancia san Justo Boninsegna et al. (1989)
NOPU Lago Yehuin Boninsegna et al. (1989)
SAN2 5438 6864 567 1845 1596 NOPU 156 Aserradero S Aravena et al. (2002) 123 061

Cerro Pascua
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Table S1 (continued)

Campo XX Krummholz Aravena et al. (2002)
SAN3 5448 67.6 233 1761 1986 NOPU 116 Estancia Carmen Boninsegna et al. (1989) 54 077
Estancia Maria Cristina Boninsegna et al. (1989)
Rio Claro Boninsegna et al. (1989)
SAM 4 5465 67.8 150 1724 1984 NOBE, NOPU 66 Rio Pipo Boninsegna et al. (1989) 18 03
MNOPU Valle de Andorra Boninsegna et al. (1989)
SANS  B5472 6762 513 1725 1986 NOPU 131 Estacion Microondas Boninsegna et al. (1989) 34 063
NOBE Paso Ganbaldi Boninsegna et al. (1989)
NOEE, NOPU Lago Escondido Boninsegna et al. (1989)
NOEE Rio Moat Boninsegna et al. (1989)
SANE& 5477 645 40 1731 1986 NOBE 49 Bahia York Boninsegna et al. (1989) 26 063
Bahia Crossley Boninsegna et al. (1989)
SANT 5493 6747 240 1766 1996 NOBE 59 Estancia Harberton Boninsegna et al. (1989) 17 073
NOPU Cerro Bandera Abajo Aravena et al. (2002)
SANE8 5493 67.81 542 1776 1996 NOPU 89 Asemradero NW Aravena et al. (2002) 20 081

Cerro Bandera Krummholz
Cermro Vallerino Krummholz

Aravena et al. (2002)
Aravena et al. (2002)

Table S2 Properties of the SSA tree ring series, which were not included into a cluster. The

coordinates and altitudes of the sites, beginning and end years, species, sample depths (n) and

references of the series are shown. The last two columns indicate, whether the record was

included into the potential predictor matrix for summer (DJF) and winter (JJA), respectively.

SiteName Lat (S) Lon (W) Alt Start End Species n Reference

Purisima, Bolivian Amazon 10.92 65.67 250 1905 2001 CEOD 64 Brienen and Zuidema (2005)
Concepcion, Nuflo de chavez 16.37 62.13 244 1861 2005 CEMI 35 unpublished (L. Lopez pers. comm.)
Serke 17.43  69.33 4440 1955 2002 POTA 15 Soliz et al. (2009)

La Meseda 23.00 65.02 1600 1826 1999 CELI 23 unpublished

Quebrada de Humahuaca 23.17 65.33 3450 1886 2001 PRFE 62 Morales et al. (2004)

Rio Sala and Popayan 2460 64.60 700 1881 2002 JGAU 39 Vilalba et al. (1992)*

Los Laureles 2512 65.55 1650 1863 1979 JGAU 12 Villalba et al. (1992)

Dique Escaba 27.70 65.78 900 1887 1985 JGAU 24 Villalba et al. (1992)

Palo Colorade 1 3217 71.00 74 1839 2003 MYEX 18 unpublished (A. Maldonado, pers.comm)
Palo Colorado 2 3217 71.00 74 1917 2004 MYEX 10 unpublished (A. Maldonado, pers.comm)
El Asiento 3248 70.82 1800 1280 1972 AUCH 65 La Marche et al. (1979b)
Bonilla 32.68 69.12 2800 1941 1985 ADUS 13 Roig and Boninsegna (1990)
Alto los Manantiales 32.72 69.08 3100 1827 1986 ADHO 19 Roig and Boninsegna (1990)
Vilches 3560 71.03 1530 1880 1996 NOPU 49 Laraetal. (2001)
Huinganco 37.07 70.60 1400 1635 1975 AUCH 34 La Marche et al. (1979a)
Petronquines (Laguna del Laja) 37.48 71.32 1690 1833 1995 NOPU 24 Laraetal. (2001)
Caramavida 37.68 T73.17 900 1548 1972 ARAR 20 La Marche et al. (1979b)
Volcan Lonquimay 38.38 71.57 1510 1702 1975 ARAR 47 La Marche et al. (1979b)
Pino Hachado 38.63 70.75 1400 1541 1974 ARAR 31 La Marche et al. (1979a)
Conguillio (Lenga abajo) 39.22 71.167 1490 1774 1996 NOPU 55 Laraetal. (2001)

Lago Rucachoroi 40.12 71.43 1330 1691 1976 AUCH 26 La Marche et al. (1979a)
Piedra Tromphul 40.13 73.52 1060 1877 1989 AUCH 10 Villalba et al (1998b)
Hueicolla 40.33  71.23 800 1937 1975 PLUV 14 La Marche et al. (1979b)
Chapelco 40.67 71.25 1700 1822 1985 NOPU 29 ITRDB series arge029

Paso Cordova 41.12 71.80 1890 1760 1986 NOPU 37 ITRDB series arge050

Paso de las Nubes 3 4117  71.48 1320 1848 1991 NOPU 20 Villalba et al. (1997b)

Cerro Catedral 4117  71.93 1890 1922 1994 NOPU 29 Schmelter (2000)

Glaciar Frias 41.25 71.75 1200 1802 1985 NOPU 21 Villalba et al. (1990)
Castafio Overo Maduro 41.27 71.62 1100 1742 1982 NOPU 21 ITRDB series arge027
Cerro Diego Leon 4155 72.60 1700 1903 1994 NOPU 53 Schmelter (2000)

Lenca 4167 7142 875 -499 1987 FICU 43 Lara and Villalba (1993)

Rio Foyel 43.00 72.50 1200 1803 1982 PLUV 22 Roig (1991)

Santa Lucia 4465 71.70 540 1646 1986 PLUV 60 Szeicz et al. (2000)

Cisnes 4592 71.75 1100 1811 1997 NOPU 54 Laraet al. (2005)
Balmaceda 48.50 7250 600 1828 1988 NOPU 18 ITRDB series arge023

O Higgins 4937 7290 1200 1892 1999 NOPU 24 Laraetal. (2005)

El Chalten bajo 49.37 7293 760 1807 2003 NOPU 100 Srur et al. (2008)

El Chalten alto 50.42 72.17 1100 1917 2002 NOPU 44 Srur et al. (2008)

Valle Ameghino 50.80 72.60 700 1743 1997 NOPU 41 Masiokas and Villalba (2004)
Contreras W 53.15 71.03 920 1831 1996 NOPU 62 Aravena et al. (2002)
Cancha de Ski (Punta Arenas) 53.20 72.17 600 1911 1996 NOPU 38 Aravena et al. (2002)

Monte Grande 53.37 71.22 300 1761 1988 NOPU 17 ITRDB series arge049
Monte Azul 5350 71.17 500 1782 1996 NOPU 48 Aravena et al. (2002)
Peninsula Brunswick 54.52 66.17 100 1760 1988 NOPU 17 Boninsegna et al. (1989)
Rio Malenguena 5478 68.38 15 1775 1986 NOPB 42 Boninsegna (1988)

Cerro Martial 54.83 64.37 550 1798 2003 NOPU 37 Mundo et al. (2007)

Puerto Parryn 54.83 65.20 20 1760 1986 NOBE 25 Boninsegna et al. (1989)
Bahia del Buen Suceso 5490 68.00 35 1751 1986 NOBE 17 Boninsegna et al. (1989)
Cerro Vallerino Abajo 38.63 71.60 300 1787 1996 NOPU 55 Aravena et al. (2002)

# And additional unpublished samples
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Table S3 Proxy records from other archives, which were available for the reconstructions.
The last two columns indicate whether the record was included into the potential predictor
matrix for summer (DJF) and winter (JJA), respectively.

SiteName Archive Lat(S) Lon (W) Start End Reference DJF  JJA
(AD) (AD)
Cariaco Basin Marine -10.75  64.77 1165 1990 Black et al. (2007) X X
Sediment
Secas d13C Coral -7.00 82.05 1707 1984 Linsley et al. (1994)
Secas d180 Coral -7.00 82.05 1707 1984 Linsley et al. (1994)
F-T IDPO index Coral 0.02 180.00 1650 2004 Linsley et al. (2008)
Urvina, Galapagos Islands Coral 0.03 91.23 1607 1981 Dunbar et al. (1994) X
Java PDSI reconstruction Tree rings / 7.00 -111.00 1787 2003 D'Arrigo et al. (2006) X
Coral
106KL off Peruvian coast Marine 12.05 77.67 -13550 2000 Rein (2007)
Sediment
Quelccaya accumulation Ice Core 13.93 70.83 488 2003 Thompson et al. (2000, X X
2006)
Quelccaya d*o Ice Core 13.93 70.83 488 2003 Thompson et al. (2000, X
2006)
lllimani deuterium Ice Core 16.65 67.78 898 1998 Ramirez et al. (2003),
Vimeux et al. (2009)
lllimani NH3 temperature Ice Core 16.65 67.78 362 1989 Kellerhals (2008) X
reconstruction
Great Barrier Reef Ba/Ca Coral 18.00 -146.00 1758 1998 McCulloch et al. (2003) X
Avaiki Speleothem 19.00 169.83 1829 2001 Rasbury and Aharon (2006)
Potosi precipitation index Documentary  19.58 65.75 1585 2006 Gioda and Prieto (1999a,b),
Neukom et al. (2009)
Great Barrier Reef coral Coral 20.00 -147.00 1631 2005 Lough (2007)
luminescence
Rarotonga Coral 21.23 159.83 1726 1996 Linsley et al. (2000) X
New Caledonia d**0 Coral 2248  -166.45 1657 1992 Quinn et al. (1998) X
New Caledonia d**C Coral 2248  -166.45 1657 1992  Quinn et al. (1998)
Campinas Instrumental 23.00 47.12 1890 2003 Vargas and Naumann X X
(2008)
Ifaty, Madagascar d**C Coral 23.15  -4358 1659 1995  Zinke et al. (2004)
Ifaty, Madagascar d**0 Coral 2315  -4358 1659 1995  Zinke et al. (2004)
Tucuman Instrumental 26.80 65.20 1891 2000 Vargas and Naumann X X
(2008)
Dulce River runoff index Documentary  27.00 65.00 1750 1980 Herrera et al. (2003),

Neukom et al. (2009)
Tucuman precipitation index Documentary  27.03 65.00 1548 2006 Prieto et al. (2000), Neukom

et al. (2009)

Corrientes Instrumental 27.43 58.73 1894 2004 Vargas and Naumann X X
(2008)

Santiago del Estero Documentary  27.77 64.27 1750 2006 Herrera et al. (2003),

precipitation index Neukom et al. (2009)

Abrolhos d**C Coral 2845  -113.77 1794 1993 Kuhnert et al. (1999) X
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Table S3 (continued)

Abrolhos d*®0 Coral 2845  -113.77 1794 1993 Kuhnert et al. (1999)

Parana River runoff index Documentary  30.00 60.00 1590 1994 Prieto (2007), Neukom et al.
(2009)

Santa Fe and Corrientes Documentary  30.00 60.00 1590 2006 Prieto (2007), Neukom et al.

precipitation index (2009)

Cordoba Documentary  31.00 64.00 1700 2006 Prieto and Herrera (2001), X

Neukom et al. (2009)
Mendoza River runoff index Documentary  32.00 68.00 1601 2000 Prieto et al. (1999a),

Neukom et al. (2009)
Mendoza precipitation index Documentary  32.00 68.00 1600 2000 Prieto et al. (2000), Neukom

et al. (2009)

Central Andes snow depth Documentary  33.00 70.00 1760 1996 Prieto et al. (1999b), X
Neukom et al. (2009)

Central Andes snow days Documentary  33.00 70.00 1885 1996 Prieto et al. (2001a, b)

Santiago de Chile precipitation = Documentary  33.38 70.78 1540 2006 Taulis (1934), Neukom et al.

index (2009)

Laguna Aculeo Lake Sediment 33.83 70.90 857 2003 von Gunten et al. (2009) X

New Zealand temperature Tree rings 43.33 -170.50 900 1999 Cook et al. (2002) X

reconstruction

Rio Gallegos Instrumental 51.98 69.45 1896 2004 Vargas and Naumann X
(2008)

James Ross Island Ice Core 64.37 58.13 1791 2000 Aristarain (2004) X

Law Dome 2000 Ice Core 66.83 -112.83 1800 1999 van Ommen et al. (2004)

Dolleman Ice Core 70.97 61.55 1761 1970 Fisher (2002)

Dyer Plateau 1 Ice Core 71.12 65.45 1761 1970 Fisher (2002)

Talos Ice Core 72.80 -159.10 1217 1996 Stenni et al. (2002)

Gomez Ice Core 73.60 70.35 1855 2006 Thomas et al. (2008) X

Dronning Maud Land Ice Core 75.00 0.00 1800 1999 Graf et al. (2002)

ITASE 2000 5 Ice Core 77.67 124.00 1800 1999 Schneider et al. (2006)

ITASE 2000 1 Ice Core 79.63 111.38 1800 1999 Schneider et al. (2006)

Dyer Plateau 2 Ice Core 84.00 -43.00 1761 1970 Fisher (2002)

Peru El Nifio index (documents Documentary 1525 1990 Garcia-Herrera et al.

from various locations in (2008); 20" century data

northern Peru) from Quinn and Neal (1992)

Ship log data Documentary 1750 2002 Garcia-Herrera et al. (2005),

(South Atlantic, various Kdttel et al. (2009)

locations)

SOl reconstruction Tree rings 1706 1977 Stahle et al. (1998)

(N-American and Indonesian

trees)

Table S4 Standard deviations (in °C) of the spatial means of the SSA sub-regions, averaged
over the 1901-1995 period in the reconstructions and the instrumental data (CRU).

Summer Winter

Std.dev. (Recon) Std.dev. (CRU)  Std.dev. (Recon) Std.dev. (CRU)
South Patagonia 0.73 0.67 0.74 0.65
North Patagonia 0.67 0.60 0.69 0.65
Central Chile 0.66 0.57 0.58 0.54
Subtropical SSA 0.37 0.40 0.70 0.68
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